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unit’s overall annual budget has exceeded
$5 billion, according to the Navy.

Not many other public or private com-
panies based here come close.

Direct Spawar employment, both civil-
1an and military, at its two sites in San
Diego has climbed from about 700 in 1997
to about 4,600 today. In addition, the unit
has about 2,000 outside contractors work-
ing at the local sites, bringing employment
at Spawar facilities to about 6,600,

Total national Spawar employment is
about 11,000, spread out over eight sites
across the country, including its head-
quarters in Old Town and the much larger
Systems Center in Point Loma.

The work within Spawar’s facilities runs
a wide spectrum, but mainly entails the
modernization of the Navy’s and Marines’
communications systems and command
and control functions.

Greater Importance
Spawar’s duty took on much greater
importance following the terrorist attacks
of Sept. 11, 2001, says Spawar’s deputy
commander, Rod Smith.
“There’s been a huge demand from the
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communications data link system, and
resulted in $69 million in revenue over
several years. About 75 employees are
connected to that project. An additional
$10 million to $15 million in work was
generated from a contract on the Navy’s
signal intelligence receivers, Stevens
said.

Plenty Of Work To Go Around

For many smaller defense contractors,
the dollars may be fewer, but the growth
implications are more dramatic.

Bryan Min, chief executive for San Di-
ego-based Epsilon Systems Solutions Inc., says
he got his first contract ever from Spawar
when he started the business in 1999. That
led to lots of other contracts with other
federal agencies.

Last year, Epsilon’s revenues passed $66

million, and this year, sales are certain to
break $90 million. Min says about $7 mil-
lion of that can be directly attributed to
Spawar, and distributed over six projects.

“I'm definitely one of the beneficiaries
of Spawar’s being here, and have no com-
plaints,” he said.

Thanks to an increase of work from






